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more of them. These are the best and easiest to
use multiplying balls made. The problem with many
multiplying ball sets is that the balls are heavy or
slippery. In either case, the balls tend to fall out of
your hand while you are handling them, and you
don't want that! These balls are lightweight and
have a slightly sticky surface to them. This really is
what you are ideally looking for in multiplying ball
illusions. Once you use these multiplying balls, you
won't use any others.” Mark Tarses
A short video demo.
If you do a multiplying billiard, gold or other kinds of
balls, please show your routine and offer
suggestions.

OCTOBER MEETING-Tuesday, October 1
6:00pm- Doors Open- Come early to share ideas,
effects and news informally. There will be free
cookies, coffee and tea.
7:00- Business meeting and Good of the Order
News and Announcements
7:30- Multiplying Balls Teach-In
8:00- Open Performance- with a
HalloweenTheme

October is Halloween
Members are encouraged to perform effects of the
season, close-up or on our stage. We want to see
what you have perfected or are working on. Raise
the spirits, show something bizarre, make us laugh
or scare the living daylights out of the OMC.

“We will be giving away complete sets of
multiplying golf balls to paid OMC members. We
have 36 sets. If more than that number of paid
OMC members show up at the meeting, we will get

.
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You are not limited to spooky magic so take
advantage of having a live audience.

effects utilizing magic apparatus. They can be
antique or new, classic effects or your own
inventions. You can perform them, discuss their
history or development, show us your routine, your
patter, any performance tips or improvements, ask
for help from our experts – whatever you
would like. And maybe you have a mystery item
other members can help identify and show you how
it works.
UNCLE OMC WANTS YOU
They say it takes a village and when it comes to a
magic club that is true. Many members help setting
up and breaking down at meetings or with
“backstage chores.” It is so appreciated. But there
are many other ways you can help. As we explore
bringing in more young members your ideas and
participation would be great. Programming ideas,
teach-ins and performances contribute to making a
better club.
Write an article for the newsletter. Tell us a story
from your own magic history, discuss a routine,
interview another magician, review an act, TV
show, effect, book or DVD. Ask a question you
have long wanted answered.

COMING NOVEMBER 5
Back by popular demand- AN EVENING OF
APPARATUS MAGIC

Becoming an officer and Board member will give
you a chance to really make a difference.
Nominations for 2020 officers will be accepted at
the November meeting. You must be a
dues-paid member to be nominated for
office and you must be a dues-paid member

to vote (at the December meeting).
The Oakland Magic Circle hopes to see you on the
list.

OMC NORTHERN CALIFORNIA INTER-CLUB
STAGE MAGIC CONTEST- September 3.

This is a fun and intriguing evening, especially if
YOU participate. Start looking at your collection and
plan to bring at least one if not several magic
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The annual OMC Northern California Stage
Magic Contest and Pasta Dinner took place on
September 3.After pastas, salad and
chocolate-dipped Mark Tarses cookies and the
winning of raffle prizes, the show began.
With seven acts from around Northern
2

California the audience was treated to a great
show hosted by Master of Ceremonies Big Al
Catraz (Glen Micheletti).

Susan Zeller (Coastal Conjurers, Capitola) is
known as the Singing Sorceress and she showed
us why with her unique act serenading the
audience with “For Good” from WICKED to
accompany her linking ring routine. Discussing the
importance of friends she remembered the fun and
inspiration she got from her mentor, Daryl. “Think of
Me” from THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA was
sung as a tribute to him while red balls magically
disappeared, changed places and penetrated
copper cups until roses finally appeared instead.

Tom Collett (IBM Ring 216, San Jose) introduced
himself as a magician and a believer in science,
stating that "science uncovers truth within a
mystery and magic creates a mystery by covering
the truth.” As he further explained they have
something in common as both try to overcome the
impossible he pulled a silk handkerchief from inside
a solid glass. A lit lightbulb magically appeared as
he invited the audience to join him on a journey of
enlightenment. Particles turned into a solid. Tom
demonstrated that wormholes are where a silk can
disappear only to reappear in another place or time
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such as in the lightbulb in a lamp across the stage.
An explanation of Tesla‘s desire to transmit
electricity wirelessly led into a unique cut and
restored electrical cord routine.

Gregg Foxx (Oakland Magic Circle), the Psychic
Accountant asked volunteer Scott Sanborn to
remove a bill from the magician’s wallet. Of the
three choices, a one, ten and one hundred, he
guessed correctly that it was a ten. An explanation
about “balancing the books” in accounting
accompanied two different ways of passing a pencil
through a bill without damaging it. He then
predicted the total money of a random selection of
coins made by audience member Scott followed by
a predicted summary of his evening’s activities.

Tamaka (SAM Assembly 2, San Francisco) started,
to music, lighting a string which flashed into a scarf.
After ripping it into two, a third scarf appeared in his
other hand. Bundled together, a beer bottle
appeared from within them and kept multiplying
until there were six bottles produced from empty
cylinders followed by a 30' streamer. He looked into
the cylinder and was confused as there seemed to
be something else inside. He pulled out a yellow
looking silk that when unfolded turned out to be his
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boxer shorts. Combining that with the streamer he
reached in the air where a 6' flag appeared.
Tamaka shared some stories leading into his
version of Pavel’s walking knot wherein a rope is
cut and the two ends tied together. The knot was
moved to different places and unbelievably untied,
then returned and slid again to be untied and retied
until the knot disappeared leaving a solid piece of
rope. Pretending to be tired, he produced a bottle of
Geritol from his jacket to laughter and applause.

Phil Ackerly (SAM Assembly 94, Silicon Valley)
reminisced about the first magic trick he did at the
age of twelve. As Phil retold the story, he got
younger as the cards kept multiplying as the
audience pumped their fists in the air and shouted,
“Phil, you’re amazing!” With lots of humor
accompanying his silk routine, he tied three knots in
a red silk, removing each and putting them in a
glass revealing a silk with three holes that quickly
disappeared. More silks appeared including one
with the OMC logo. Then a fountain of silks just
kept coming until a giant American Flag topped the
production. Phil concluded with a story of seeing
the Blackstone magic show as a kid. Invited on
stage to assist, a burst balloon worried him until
Blackstone convinced him to believe in magic with
the appearance of a live bunny rabbit.

his ring, watch and wallet. The thief put all three in
a self-addressed envelope reasoning that if caught
by the police he would not have any evidence on
him. But not knowing he was confronting a
magician the thief would have a surprise when the
mail arrived because Doug had the ring back on his
finger, the watch on his wrist and the money in his
wallet. At the first magic show he saw as a child
there was a simple puppet rabbit made from a
white handkerchief that changed into a red one. As
he explained how it was done the surprise was a
handkerchief that was half of each color. With the
assistance of Elizabeth Poole and Bill Ragsdale a
borrowed dollar bill’s serial number was written
down and a corner torn off. The bill disappeared
only to appear in a lemon being held by an
audience member. The serial number and torn
corner being held by Bill matched.

Zappo the Magician (Larry Wright) (SAM Assembly
112, Mount Diablo) entered the stage doing his
impersonation of Santa as Alfred Hitchcock. He
asked a lady from the audience to pick a number
between one and four corresponding to four jumbo
cards he had. She answered “nine,” setting off a
series of improvisational comic bits. Members of
the audience were asked to join him to pay homage
to Carnac the Magnificent (of The Johnny Carson
Show) with a series of predictions that were jokes
earning a mixture of laughs and groans while
audience volunteer Scott Sanborn held a mask of a
mind reader in front of his face. A selected jumbo
card was predicted by the audience member with a
joke ending. Before the show Zappo had asked
audience members to write names of celebrities
and fold the papers, putting them in a locked ballot
box. He asked a volunteer to select one of them
and he had predicted that person---Taylor
Swift---showing a picture of a baby. And then
correctly showed a photo of her as an adult.

 oug Eakin (SAM Assembly 80, Hayward
D
Jongleurs) started by telling about being robbed of
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access to books written specifically for such folk.
The OMC has a few, but only a few, such items..
Donations and acquisitions may be in order.

Throughout the evening Big Al kept the show going
with jokes and magic while the backstage crew was
busy setting up the next act and while the votes
were counted so he could announce the winner of
the contest.
But there was a much-deserved tie with Phil
Ackerly and Tamaka each winning a cash prize of
$225, a trophy and the invitation to perform at the
February Installation Banquet.
Congratulations to all the wonderful performers for
a highly entertaining and mystifying night.
THE OMC LIBRARY

I suspect that when our current members were in the
new, young, aspiring magician category themselves
there was a book, possibly two, they found useful in
getting started. Helpful, informative, now well
remembered books. What were they? In
considering acquisitions for use by young
magicians, your recommendations would be
received with much gratitude. If you’d like, send
your favorite title, or list of titles, to me at
OMCLibrarian@gmail.com.
As to regular and current business, the library will
be open and available to the membership at the
October 1 meeting. Before visiting, though, it
wouldn’t hurt to browse through the catalog that
you received by e-mail. There are many things
hidden away in the library that wouldn’t be seen
just by scanning the shelves. There’s even one
publication that I’m absolutely certain even Byron
doesn’t have – and you’d never find it without
glancing through the catalog.
John Owens, OMC Librarian
FROM THE ARCHIVES
It’s Halloween time and that means scary magic.
The bay area has a rich history of magicians who
did spook shows. Probably the most famous was
Arthur Bull performing as Francisco. He lived in
Oakland and was no stranger to OMC.

Two recent donations to the library thanks to Jack
Potter that will soon be identifiable by the OMC
book plate bearing his name. Both will be available
for inspection and loan at the October meeting;
definitely worth a look to find out what they are.
There’s been preliminary activity directed toward
creation of a young magician’s group, affiliated or
sponsored by the OMC in some way, directly,
indirectly or otherwise. One thing that new, young,
aspiring magicians should have, it seems to me, is
The Oakland Magic Circle October 2019 Newsletter
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MEMOIRS OF OF A SPOOK SHOW GHOST that
is hard to find.

Several members, sadly no longer with us but
hopefully scaring amd amazing those in other
worlds, worked with Francisco including Dan Solo,
Dick Newton and Pete Biro. OMC co-founder Lloyd
E. Jones published THE BAT and in 1948
best-selling author Sid Fleischman wrote about his
experiences there. (You can buy original copies
from Byron Walker at the meeting.)

Pete reprinted Sid’s article along with his own
experiences in the highly entertaining booklet
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MAGICAL RESOURCE OF THE MONTH

This is both a fun and inspirational site.Magicians
contribute all manner of DYI projects to build your
own magic props. At The Magic Nook there are
multiple categories from PVC pipe illusions to kid
show magic, Magi-tronics, Little Horrors, Dollar
Store Magic and more. For Halloween I like the
variation on Ball and Vase called Dragon’s Egg
Over Easy.

All plans cost $5.00 each.
EAT LOCAL
Looking for a unique dessert? Try Flavor Brigade
for refreshing Italian Ice available in over 30 flavors
all small batched homemade in the store.

ENJOY SOME SPOOK SHOW TRAILER CLIPS
Byron Walker will also be bringing some rare Francisco
advertising materials you can add to your collection,
copies of Herman L. Weber’s OUT OF THE SPOOK
CABINET (compare his $5 to the $25+elsewhere) and
other books on spooky and bizarre magic.
Read a newly expanded version of Gary Meyer’s look at
Spook shows and his own personal encounter.
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This east coast treat is non-fat, non-dairy and has
no cholesterol, gluten free and is vegan friendly.
They also feature frozen custard with the
consistency of soft-serve ice cream with a rich and
creamy flavor. Mix the two desserts.
Or try Sundaes, Milkshakes, Root Beer Floats,
Chocolate Covered Bananas, Wookie Cookies and
much more! Their Organic Ice Cream is made from
dairy provided by Straus Family Creamery,one of
the best around.
Our clubhouse, Bjornson Hall is located in the
heart of the historic Dimond District of Oakland on
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MacArthur Blvd near Fruitvale (there is a freeway
off ramp). There are good public transit routes to
Bjornson Hall. Check Moovit for the best routes.

Read all about the final seance on October 31,
1936 in Hollywood on Wild About Harry where you
can also listen to the actual seance.

The very walkable neighborhood has many
unpretentious and delicious places to eat. We urge
you to come early and try them out whether you
eat in or bring food to the hall.

Why is this item entitled “Rosabelle, Believe”?
Let me know your answers.
OMCLibrarian@gmail.com

ROSABELLE, BELIEVE

by John Owens

In going through old newspaper clippings I came
upon this item. Mrs. Houdini revealed this news at
the St. Mark Hotel where she was guest of honor at
a joint meeting of the Oakland Magic Circle and the
Society of American Magicians.

.

JOINING THE OAKLAND MAGIC CIRCLE
Do you know someone who would like to be a
member of the oldest continually operating
independent magic club west of the Mississippi?
Invite them to join over 70 current members for
magic, lectures, contests, teach-ins, friendship and
more.
Dues are a low $20 per year and provide
privileges, discounts and free stuff all year long.
Potential new members can apply to join at any
OMC meeting.
MAGIC
IN THE
BAY
AREA

Have an upcoming show or know of
one in the Bay Area? Email us the
information to be listed. Include title and
performer, date, time, location, a short
blurb, website link, & a publicity photo or
graphic. All submissions must be sent in
by the third Tuesday of the month. Email
Gary Meyer, Newsletter Editor, at
garymeyeredf@gmail.com

(Oakland Tribune, July 19, 1936)
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Announced performers are subject to
change. Many Events are available at
discounts through Goldstar and Today’s Tix.
Search for “Magic.”
==============================
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MARRAKECH MAGIC THEATRE
419 O’Farrell St, San Francisco

The Marrakech Magic Theater Presents Jay
Alexander’s Mind Tricks Live Show
Shows Thursdays - Sundays
Special Event with David Gerard, Saturday,
October 12 at 6:30 and 9pm.
For tickets and more information.

Get expert instruction on magic tricks you can do in
casual situations like parties and the workplace
from one of the Bay Area’s top performers, David
Martinez. Then enjoy a close-up show where the
miracles happen right before your eyes. Limited to
15 participants; perfect for adults and kids over 9
years old. Sunday, October 20, 1-3pm at Studio by
Terra Amico in San Jose. For more information and
to buy tickets.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ring216/

Andrew Evans’ Illusions of Grandeur is at THE
MAGIC PATIO. October 11,12,18,25. Most shows
are sold out but there can be cancellations.
You can sign up to be notified of the upcoming
shows at the Magic Patio.
-------------------------------------------------------------------RYAN KANE Exit Theater
156 Eddy Street, San Francisco
iPhones vanish, whisky bottles appear from
nowhere, and a paintball gun is fired at the man
responsible for it all.

This is the magic of Ryan Kane. Please Enjoy
Responsibly.
October 4, 18, Nov. 1 at 9:30pm Tickets and info
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BAY AREA MAGIC DINNER SHOW
2140 Clement St, San Francisco
JAMES CHAN Prodigy Magician and Juggler
Tuesdays, October 1,8, and 15 at 6:10pm
11-year-old James Chan’s performances always

include an ensemble of astonishing trick routines
and juggling feats that will amaze and delight
audiences of all ages. Using pure sleight of hand, he
performs a 3 shell game, the 3 card monte,
spectacular rubber band tricks, and his signature
routine: "The intersection of Math, Memory, and
Magic.
9

seat. Enjoy our three course dinner and signature
drinks with close-up magic performed right at your
table in between courses. Then, an hour-long
stage show.

DAN CHAN- Breaking the Magician’s Code
Tuesdays, October 1,8, and 15 at 7:30
Dan presents Breaking the Magician’s Code at the
Bay Area Dinner Show providing an evening of
world-class magic in an intimate setting. The
intersection of autobiographical storytelling,
improvisational comedy, and magic are used to
create a unique and unforgettable experience.

California Magic shows:
October 4-5: Hank Morfin
October 11-12 Shawn McMaster
October 18-19, 25-26: Alex Ramon
See CalMagic for tickets. Shows sell out early.

--------------------------------------------------Dan Chan Master Magician's newest show
redefines magic in a playful, evocative manner!
Tickets for all Dan and James Chan shows.

GHOST HUNT WALKING TOUR
starring Magician CHRISTIAN CAGIGAL
in San Francisco

Every Wednesday thru Sunday
CALIFORNIA MAGIC DINNER THEATRE

Complete info and tickets
--------------------------------------------------------------

514 Main Street, Martinez
The magical evening begins promptly when you
arrive and the fun starts right as you take your
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HOPMONK TAVERNS
FRANK BALZERAK aka “The Baffling Balzerak”

THE LOST CHURCH
65 Capp Street, San Francisco

Strolling close-up starts at 6:30
Sebastopol every Wednesday
Sonoma every Thursday
Novato every Friday

THE SAN FRANCISCO MAGIC AND VARIETY
SHOW- Street Magic Live
First Saturday of every month; Oct. 5 at 8:30pm

BRAD BARTON, REALITY THIEF
Monday, Nov. 4 - Doors open at 7:30pm; Show
8:15-10:30pm with one intermission
Tickets and info.
----------------------------------------------------DAVID GERARD: CHOICES
Piano Fight
144 Taylor St., San Francisco
Wednesday, October 9 - 8-9:30pm
Frisco Fred, Jonathan Strange, Eric the Great &
Chase the Entertainer. Tickets, Info and vide
-----------------------------------------------------------

SF MAGIC HOUR
144 Taylor St.,San Francisco
75 minutes of mind blowing magic with a different
set of performers on the last Monday of every
month at 8pm. October 28.
Brad Barton, Christian Cagigal
and Michael Feldman.
Tickets & info
-----------------------------------------------
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Magician and mindreader David Gerard is back
with new magic and mentalism for 2019. Over 75
minutes, David's 20 years of experience with the
mystery arts are on display, showcasing a wide
range of magic and mindreading effects.
A top hit with Silicon Valley companies and event
planners, David's shows at PianoFight are the only
place to catch him performing this new
Tickets
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Monkey House, 1638 University Ave, Berkeley

Magician Dennis Kyriakos recreates an act rarely
seen by modern audiences. Can he read your mind?
Does he know the future? Or is it all a psychic
illusion? Wednesday, October 2. Tickets and more
info

Frank Olivier presents his unique brand of comedy,
magic and juggling on Sunday, October 6.
Tickets and info

COLIN CLOUD at Piano Fight, SF

One Night Only, Monday, Oct. 21; 7-8:30pm
Described by the media as ‘The Real Life Sherlock
Holmes’, Colin Cloud has been astounding
audiences around the world with his miraculous
skills of observation and mind control.
Tickets and info.
---------------------------------------------------------MAGICAL NATHANIEL
Check website for a variety of shows and
workshops at libraries, clubs and headliner at
California Magic Club.

Monday, October 7 at 7pm
Hosted by East Bay born and raised Christopher
Thomas, they’'ll have other hats worn by magicians
Ash K., Kevin the Cap, and a special guest.
Tickets and more info
----------------------------------------------------DNA's Comedy Lab
155 S. River Street
Santa Cruz
Blind Tiger Open Mic Comedy and Magic every
Wednesday.
Tickets.
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_________________________________________
FRANK OLIVIER’s
TRICKS TO HAPPINESS TOUR
Award-winning comedian magician juggler Frank
Olivier's latest creation "Tricks To Happiness" is
heavy on "tricks" and loaded with happiness.
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Combining his unique off-beat brand of comedy,
juggling and magic with a lifelong practice of
meditation, Frank's one-man variety show is part
personal stories, part Ted Talk, and all hilarious.
October 6, Monkey House Berkeley
October 12, United Solo Festival, New York
October 20, 27, Gateway Theatre, San Francisco
November 2, TedX Sonoma, Santa Rosa
TWISTED CABARET COMEDY VARIETE’ SHOW
A one-man show with a cast of a dozen characters,
each more talented and demented than the last.
Each night Frank Olivier takes on a dozen different
roles performing a dozen different acts including
magic and juggling as well as singing and dancing
his way into your heart. Watch the trailer
Two Weeks, October 17-26 at the Gateway Theatre
in San Francisco
Tickets and more info here.

Frank Olivier, Patrick Livingstone, The Seashore
Variety Hour 

See Schedule
-------------------------------The Marsh Presents THE JAP BOX
Through monologue and magic, Japanese
American magician David Hirata will excavate the
mysteries and stories of magician Namigoro
Sumidagawa in The Jap Box, making its debut at
The Marsh Berkeley opening October 26.
Tickets and Dates.

PIER 29, SAN FRANCISCO
Free
Every Day (subject to weather)
Rotating gallery of magicians including Glen
Micheletti, Ryan Kane, Chase Martin, Fred
Anderson, Magical Nathaniel, Lynx, Reed Kirk
Rahlmann,

_________________________________________
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In 1866, Sumidagawa became the first Japanese
citizen in over 200 years to receive a passport to
leave the country. As part of the "Imperil Japanese
Troupe," he dazzled audiences across Victorian
America with his exotic stage magic and became a
media celebrity. By the time Sumidagawa returned
home, his prize trick had been appropriated by
American magicians in yellowface and rechristened
as the "Jap Box." Over a century later, Hirata
unveils illusions and surprises from this Japanese
American story in his latest solo show, The Jap
Box.
Post-show talkbacks, featuring experts in
everything from history to magic, will be offered
throughout the run.
Saturday, October 26: Talkback with Frederick
Schodt, historian, translator, and author of
Professor Risley and the Imperial Japanese
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Troupe.
Saturday, November 2: Talkback with magician
Christian Cagigal, who has been performing his
trademark blend of theatre, storytelling, and magic
as an Artist-in-Residence at EXIT Theatre in San
Francisco since 2006 and internationally since
2009. Cagigal's topic of discussion will focus on
magician Henry "Box" Brown and "the other" in
magic.

Strange. Check here for more info and a trailer.
Tickets have not yet gone on sale and I suspect
they will be discounted at Goldstar when they do.

More information.
COMING IN THE FUTURE
BRUCE GOLD - NEXT LEVEL WORKSHOP FOR
MAGICIANS AND PERFORMERS.
Friday, November 15-Sunday, November 17
Sunnyvale

SHIM LIM announced his LIMITLESS show with
Scottish Mentalist Colin Cloud at San Francisco’s
Golden Gate Theater for January 18, 2020 shortly
after he won America’s Got Talent. More tickets
have been released for both the 2pm matinee and
7:30 shows. The secondary ticket market will be
selling them at scalper’s prices. Go here first for
Info and tickets.
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MAGIC SHOP
MISDIRECTIONS MAGIC SHOP
1236-9th Avenue (near Golden Gate Park), San
Francisco. (415) 566-2180

For full details and to register check here.

The Champions of Magic tour will come to San
Francisco’s Golden Gate Theatre November
25-December 1. Headliners are Kayla Drescher,
Alex McAleer, Fernando Velasco plus Young &
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Locally owned and operated by Joe Pon with a terrific
supply of your magic needs, lectures, private lessons
and a place for magicians to gather. Ask about The
Magic Club and get discounts off purchases and
lectures plus regular notices about new effects and
upcoming events.
Watch “Is this the last real magic shop?”

HOUDINI’S MAGIC SHOP
Beach Street & The Embarcadero, Pier 39, San
Francisco
The local branch of a national chain located in resort
hotel and amusement parks oriented to tourists but
always worth a visit if in the area.
BOARDWALK MAGIC
Inside Neptune’s Kingdom at the Santa Cruz Beach
Boardwalk, 400 Beach Street.

juggling gear, novelties and more.
EVANGELINE’S & THE COSTUME MANSION
113 K Street, Sacramento

A fun shop of over 4800 square feet of basic
magic tricks and a huge selection of novelty
items, jokes, wigs and just plain fun. Upstairs are
two floors filled with accessories and every
imaginable costume.
ZUCCHINI’S TRICK ‘N THINGS
Monterey Canning Company, 1037, 711 Cannery
Row # H, Monterey

Joshua Logan’s labor of love has an excellent
selection and demonstrators who are serious about
their craft. Surprisingly good selection for a tourist
location and they will happily special order.
GRAND ILLUSIONS

7704 Fair Oaks Blvd, Carmichael

Oriented to tourists with mass market magic, jokes
and games but the demonstrators are having fun and
love a visit from other magicians. Worth a visit if you
are at the Monterey Aquarium.

This family run business started by Steve
Johnson and his parents in 1988 carries magic,
costumes, puppets, makeup, special effects,
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The greater Sacramento area has become
a home for magic wholesale companies
but you can’t buy retail from Penguin,
Murphy’s or L&L Publishing.

15

The Oakland Magic Circle October 2019 Newsletter

16

